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Section D 

Seats and Seat Belts 

Seats 

All seats and backrests must be secure, structurally sound and free of jagged edges or 

protrusions, which could be hazardous. Any padding originally provided on bus seat backs 

must be present and in good condition. The driver’s seat and backrest must also be free from 

any defects which might impair the driver’s ability to control the vehicle. 

Seat slides and other control mechanisms used for adjustment of the seat must be 

functional, have no abnormal looseness and be effective in the release and locking actions. 

Optional mechanisms such as lumbar adjustments need not function providing they do 

not interfere with seat security or the driver’s control of a vehicle. Where provided, head 

restraints must be secure and in a sound condition. 

Seat Belts 

Seat belts must be present as specified in VSI 21. 

All seat belts must comply with the appropriate seat belt standard and where initially 

fitted by the manufacturer for ADR compliance, the seat belts must be original 

equipment or appropriate replacement parts. 

Seat belts must be appropriately and securely fitted, and be accessible, and all 

components, including retractors where fitted, must function correctly. Seat belt 

webbing must be firmly secured to its end fittings and must not be damaged, cut, 

knotted or frayed. Repairs or modifications to webbing, buckles, retractors or other 

seat belt components are not permitted. 

See VSI 21 for more information on seat belts. 

 

 

 

 



Section E 

Lamps, Signals, Reflectors etc. 

General 

Lighting requirements (lamps, reflectors and marking plates) vary substantially with 

the type of vehicle and its date of manufacture. 

For newer vehicles and optionally for older vehicles, details of the requirements 

together with the type, number, location, colour, operation and adjustment of lamps 

and reflectors are set out in the Third Edition Australian Design Rules (ADRs). 

Alternatively, for vehicles not required to meet the Third Edition ADRs, the 

requirements specified in the Standards for Registration for that particular type of 

vehicle should be applied. 

Generally, all motor vehicles must be fitted with headlamps, stop lamps, front and rear 

position lamps, a number plate lamp and turn signal lamps. All other vehicles (trailers 

etc.) require rear position lamps, stop lamps, a number plate   lamp and turn signal lamps. 

In addition to these lamps, a number of other lamps such as work lamps, auxiliary 

driving lamps, front and rear fog lamps, reversing lamps, external cabin lamps, 

clearance lamps, marker lamps, daytime running lamps and front lamps on sidecars 

are either required or permitted. 

Hazard warning lamps are required on certain buses and late model vehicles. 

Vehicles must not be fitted with lights or reflectors not required or permitted by the 

Standards for Registration or the ADRs.



Lamps 

All mandatory internal warning lamps, including the airbag check lamp where fitted, must 

function correctly. In buses, lamps used for stairwell lighting are mandatory lamps. 

All lamps fitted to a vehicle, including any optional lamps but excluding undipped 

headlamps, ancillary driving lamps and work lamps, must be fitted with lenses or otherwise 

shielded so that the light emitted does not cause glare. All lenses must be of the correct 

colour, not substantially faded and must be clean on the inside and free of any damage, 

which would permit dust or water to enter the lamp. 

Headlamp reflectors must be in good condition. 

The presence of minor condensation on semi sealed lamps is acceptable. 

All lamps must be securely mounted and correctly orientated. 

 

Reflectors 

Reflectors must be functional, of the correct colour and securely mounted. 

Portable warning devices on tow trucks must be of an approved type and not deteriorated to 

an extent which reduces their effectiveness. 

Rear marking plates must not be faded or deteriorated and must be of the correct type 

and correctly located. 

Additional Lighting 

Some vehicles, due to the nature of their use, require additional or special lighting or 

lighting located in non complying positions. These vehicles will usually belong to Police, 

Emergency, Road Maintenance or other similar organisations. 

Other vehicles owned by private organisations requiring special lighting may be allowed 

to fit the lighting under conditional registration provisions. 

Section F 

Exhaust and Emission Control 

The exhaust system of a vehicle must not pass through the cabin or any passenger area and 

must be free of leaks. Condensation drain holes are not leaks. 

The exhaust system must be fitted with an effective silencing device and all exhaust 

gases must pass through the device. 

All mountings must be secure and the exhaust system must have adequate clearance 

between all other parts of the vehicle and the road. 



Unshielded parts of an exhaust system, other than the outlet, must not protrude beyond the 

profile of the vehicle other than on the underside. The outlet must be located so as to avoid 

direct entry of gases into the passenger compartment and must not extend beyond the plan 

of  the vehicle. See VSI 8 for more information on exhausts. 

Vehicles manufactured to comply with emission control ADRs must have all pipes, 

hoses, valves, sensors, fuel and air control devices and any other emission control 

equipment originally fitted by the vehicle manufacturer properly located and 

connected and not apparently damaged, deteriorated or altered in any way so as to 

appear ineffective. 

Dual fuelled vehicles must retain any emission control equipment fitted to enable 

them to meet emission requirements while operating on petrol. 

However, allowances are made for minor air cleaner and carburettor modifications 

required to fit the conversion. The heated air intake system can be removed and the 

air cleaner replaced with one to suit the LPG conversion. 

For vehicles fitted with a four-stroke engine, exhaust emissions (except for water 

vapour) must not be visible to the naked eye for more than 10 seconds under normal 

operating conditions. When running, the engine must not discharge excessive 

crankcase fumes and where crankcase ventilation equipment is fitted it must be 

secure and leak free. 

The exhaust outlet on a diesel engine vehicle with a GVM over 4.5 tonne and 

manufactured after 1976, other than a bus, must be at least 3m above the ground. The 

outlet must discharge upwards either: vertically; or within 30° of the vertical and to 

the rear within 45° either side. 

If a vertical exhaust outlet is fitted with a rain cap it must be hinged at approximately 

90° to the centerline of the vehicle. 

Note: This vertical exhaust requirement does not apply to some special purpose 

vehicles; or 

Vehicles certified to meet the vehicle emission standards specified in ADR 80/01 

published by the Australian Government Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 

Regional Development and Local Government and have a horizontal exhaust that 

discharges on the driver’s side of the vehicle towards the centre of the road. 

Crankcase ventilation recirculation equipment is required on petrol engine vehicles 

(other than motor cycles) built after 1971. 

Nitrous oxide systems are not acceptable on motor vehicles used on the public roads.



Section G 

Windscreen and Windows 

All glazing used in a motor vehicle built after June 1953 is to be safety glass or other 

approved material. The glazing that is necessary to allow the driver to see the road and 

other road users is not to be damaged or altered to the extent that it prevents the vehicle 

being used safely. 

Wear or Damage 

During the service life of a vehicle, the windscreen and windows may incur various types 

of damage. Testers are advised that deterioration from the as new condition is allowable 

and a windscreen or window with minor damage should not be rejected. 

A windscreen should only be rejected if; 

it is discoloured, badly scratched, fractured or chipped within the area wiped by the 

windscreen wiper(s) to the extent that the drivers vision is so impaired that the vehicle 

cannot be driven safely; or, 

In the case of a laminated windscreen, it has any crack that penetrates more than one layer 

of glass, or 

In the case of a laminated windscreen, it has one or more bulls eyes or star fractures over 

16mm in diameter or one or more cracks over 150mm in length in a single layer of glass 

within the area wiped by the windscreen wiper(s). One or more bulls eyes or star fractures 

up to 16mm in diameter and cracks up to 150mm in length in a single layer of glass within 

the area wiped by the windscreen wiper(s), are allowable provided that they do not impair 

the drivers vision to the extent that the vehicle cannot be driven safely. 

Side windows that are scratched or otherwise damaged to the extent that the driver’s vision 

is so impaired that the vehicle cannot be driven safely should also be rejected. 

Where signaling devices are not provided, the driver’s side window must be capable of 

being opened or some other means provided to give hand signals. 

Repairs and Obstructions to View 

In a repaired windscreen a faint outline of the repaired damage or in some cases a slightly 

dull spot may be visible where the repair has been performed. A repaired crack may also be 

detectable by a fine hairline surface mark. These are acceptable and should not be rejected 

during a roadworthy test providing the rest of the windscreen complies with the 

requirements as set out in this section. 

Apart from any pillar or other part of the vehicle’s structure or fittings, there must be no 

internal obstructions to a driver’s view through the swept area of the windscreen, to the right 



of the driver’s position or 60° to the left of the driver’s position, except for the area outside 

the primary vision area. 

Tinting Requirements 

The primary vision area of the windscreen of a vehicle may be lightly tinted to achieve 

a light transmittance of no less than 75% if the vehicle was made after 1971, or 70% if 

made earlier. Tinting in the primary vision area must have been incorporated during 

the manufacture of the windscreen and not by coating or tint films added afterwards. 

Any tinting applied to the windows of a vehicle after it has been manufactured must 

comply with the requirements specified in VSI 2 (Window Tinting). 

Primary Vision Area 

For cars and other light vehicles, the primary vision area can be approximated by 

excluding the area above the wiper arc or the top 10% of the windscreen, whichever is 

the greater. For heavy vehicles with large windscreens, exclude the area above the wiper 

arc or above a horizontal line 200mm above the height of the driver’s eye when seated 

in the normal seating position, whichever is the greater, and the area below the top of 

the steering wheel when looking from the driver’s seat in a normal seated position. 

Section H 

Windscreen Wipers, Washers etc. 

All motor vehicles (except motorcycles) fitted with a windscreen must be fitted with 

an effective windscreen wiper system. If manufactured before 1960 then the wiper 

need only be fitted to the driver’s side. On vehicles where the windscreen is such that 

a driver, in the normal driving position, can obtain adequate vision of the roadway 

ahead by looking over the top, below or to a side of the windscreen, a windscreen 

wiper system is not required. 

If the vehicle is one required by the standards or the ADRs to have a windscreen washer 

system then the system must be fitted and work effectively. 

All motor vehicles manufactured on or after 1 September 1966 and required to be 

fitted with a windscreen wiper system must be fitted with an effective windscreen 

washer system. 

Both the windscreen wiper system and the windscreen washer system must be capable 

of being operated by the driver from the normal driving position. 

All components of both systems must be secure, functional and not excessively worn. 

Windscreen wiper blades must only sweep over the windscreen glass and not contact 

any other component to an extent which could affect their performance while in 

operation. 

Windscreen washer jets must be correctly aimed. 

 



Windscreen Demisters 

Vehicles required to comply with demisting provisions (e.g. ADR 42 and certain 

buses) must have the necessary equipment present and operational.
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