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FITNESS OF VEHICLE 

 
To provide an enabling mechanism for the scrapping of transport vehicles older than 15 years 
and a boost to electric vehicles, the Road Transport and Highways Ministry has issued a draft 
notification to amend the Central Motor Vehicles Rules and sought comments and suggestions 
from stakeholders. 
The draft notification has proposed that the renewal of fitness certificate of transport vehicles 
older than 15 years should be conducted every six months. Currently, such vehicles are required 
to renew their fitness certificates once in a year. 
"In addition, the fees have been increased further for conducting fitness test and grant and 
renewal of certificate of fitness for motor vehicles older than 15 years," the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways said in an official statement. 
According to the draft notification, a newly purchased motor vehicle will be exempted from 
paying fee for issuance of the registration certificate and assignment of new registration mark 
subject to the condition that it is presented for registration along with the scrapping cert ificate of 
the previously owned vehicle of the same category. 
However, the exemption is subject to the condition that the scrapping certificate is issued by an 
authorised scrapping centre or agency and the same has not been utilised for a similar purpose in 
the past. 
"Fees have been revised for renewal of certificates of registration and assignment of new 
registration mark," the statement said. 
The draft notification also provides for checking of priority seats and signs, among others for 
Divyangjan (differently-abled passengers or passengers with reduced mobility) at the time of 
fitness inspection of buses. 

 

Certificate of fitness of transport vehicles. 

1. Subject to the provisions of sections 59 and 60 a transport vehicle shall not be deemed to 
be validly registered for the purposes of section 39 unless it carries  a certificate  of 
fitness  in such  form  containing  such particulars and  information 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Central Government, issued  by the  prescribed 
authority,  or by an authorized testing station  mentioned in  sub-section (2), to the effect 
that the Vehicle complies for the time being with all the requirements of this Act and the 
rules made there under: 

 Provided that where the prescribed authority or the authorized testing station refuses is 
issue such certificate, it shall supply the owner of the vehicle with its reasons in writing 
for such refusal. 

2. The  "authorized testing  station" referred to in sub-section(1) means  a vehicle service 
station or public or private garage which the State Government, having  regard to  the 
experience, training and ability of  the operator  of such  station or  garage and  the testing 
equipment and the testing personnel therein, may specify in accordance with the  rules 
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made  by the  Central Government  for  regulation  and control of such stations or 
garages. 

3. Subject to the provisions of sub-section (4), a certificate of fitness shall remain effective 
for such period as may be prescribed by the Central Government having regard to the 
objects of this Act. 

4. The  prescribed authority  may for  reasons to be recorded in writing cancel a certificate 
of fitness at any time, if satisfied that the vehicle  to which  it relates  no 
longer  complies  with  all  the requirements of  this Act  and the  rules made there under; 
and on such cancellation the  certificate of  registration of  the vehicle and any permit 
granted  in respect  of the  vehicle under shall be deemed to  be suspended  until a  new 
certificate  of fitness has been obtained. 

5. A certificate of fitness issued under this Act shall, while it remains effective, be valid 
throughout India. 

 
 


