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Roadworthiness Requirements 

In Victoria a Certificate of Roadworthiness is generally required when a vehicle is sold or 

if it is to be reregistered or as part of a mandatory periodic inspection requirement for a bus 

or taxi. 

In some cases a Certificate of Roadworthiness is also required to clear a Vehicle Defect Notice.  

A Certificate of Roadworthiness can only be issued by a Licensed Vehicle Tester operating from 

a nominated facility such as a garage or service station. 

Before a certificate of roadworthiness can be issued for a vehicle, the vehicle must be 

inspected and found to be free of wear or deterioration or alterations that would make it 

unsafe for normal use on the road. 

A roadworthy inspection is not a check of the mechanical reliability or general condition 

of the vehicle. If a comprehensive check of the overall condition of the vehicle is required, 

you should arrange for a separate independent report. 

A roadworthiness inspection is also not a complete assessment of a vehicle’s compliance 

with the Standards for Registration which, in most cases, are the Australian Design Rules 

(ADRs). The ADRs are a set of minimum standards for the construction of motor vehicles 

and trailers. In most cases compliance with these standards cannot be assessed by 

inspection alone. 

The cost of obtaining a Certificate of Roadworthiness will depend on a variety of items 

such as the age, type and condition of the vehicle being examined. Accordingly the fee can 

vary significantly and it is wise to seek a quote for the cost of the inspection before you 

authorise the inspection to take place. 

A Certificate of Roadworthiness is current, for the purposes of a transaction, for 30 days from 

the date of issue. 

 

 Introduction 

New vehicles are manufactured to comply with a number of standards, notably the 

ADRs and various industry and consumer requirements, which ensure that the 

vehicles achieve a certain level of safety, environmental harmony and serviceability. 

During their use, vehicles can deteriorate or be altered from their original form and in 

some cases this can become a hazard to road users and others. 



Although the owner of a vehicle is responsible for keeping the vehicle in a safe and 

roadworthy condition at all times, roadworthiness testing is undertaken to help 

minimise the possible hazard to road users including buyers of used vehicles where 

the vehicle may be in a potentially harmful condition, often without the owner being 

aware of it. 

The roadworthiness standards set out in this document relate to the inspections 

carried out by licensed testers for the purpose of issuing Certificates of 

Roadworthiness. 

The standards are aimed at detecting any wear, deterioration or alterations that could 

adversely effect the safety of the vehicle, its compliance with the Standards for 

Registration, and the ADRs where the items can be assessed by inspection. 

It is not feasible to determine complete compliance with many of the Standards for 

Registration, including ADRs, in a roadworthiness test as they generally require 

highly specialised knowledge and equipment and in some cases even destructive 

testing. 

It is also important to note that the roadworthiness requirements cannot be used to 

impose more stringent requirements on a vehicle than it would be required to comply 

with in a new and unaltered condition as per the standards for registration applicable 

at the date of manufacture of the vehicle. The requirements have been limited to 

items which relate to safety and compliance and which lend themselves to detection 

by inspection. 

A Certificate of Roadworthiness issued by a licensed tester is certification that a vehicle 

meets the requirements in this document and is fit for use on the roads. 

A Licensed Vehicle Tester must ensure that vehicles are examined in respect of the 

appropriate standards in this document applying normal industry standards and test 

procedures. The tester must also take into consideration any relevant information 

including manufacturer’s specifications, approval certificate issued by a member of the 

Vehicle Assessment Signatory Scheme (VASS) or testing authorities, and various 

guidelines, such as VicRoads’ VSI sheets, and other information provided by 

VicRoads in assessing whether or not the vehicle meets the criteria provided. The 

standards in this document may be over- ridden by this information in some 

circumstances. 

This document, in Part 4, contains sections dealing with various aspects of vehicle 

safety and environmental requirements. Some of these will only apply to certain 

vehicles and should be disregarded where they do not apply. There will also be a 

number of vehicles, that are exempt from some requirements under conditional 

registration or permit procedures. These standards need not be checked fo



General Inspection Standards For Roadworthiness Test 

Wheel and Tyres

Wheels 

There is no requirement for a spare wheel to be carried on a vehicle and the Standards for 

Registration exclude wheels not normally used in service from any requirements. 

However, where a spare wheel is carried it must be securely retained in or on the vehicle. 

All road wheels and rims must be free of cracks or any other type of damage likely to 

cause failure of the wheel, rim or tyre. The wheel/rim must not be bent or buckled or 

excessively out of balance. In the case of a passenger car, any replacement wheel/rim must 

comply with the applicable requirements in VSI 8 unless a VASS approval certificate is 

supplied for that modification. 

A Certificate of Roadworthiness must not be issued for a vehicle which has a temporary 

use spare tyre fitted to one or more road wheels. 

Alloy wheels must bear the appropriate standards mark as specified in VSI 8. 

On wire-spoked wheels, all spokes must be intact, straight, fitted and laced correctly and 

properly tensioned. 

Welds on steel wheels must be of good quality and free of defects. Widened wheels must 

have no more than one peripheral weld. Welds or any other type of repair on wholly cast 

wheels or cast structural components of wheels are unacceptable. Chromed wheels other 

than those chromed during the manufacturing process are not acceptable. 

When in the straight ahead position, the wheels and tyres must not project beyond the extreme 

width of the mudguards and must not contact any part of the vehicle under any combination of 

steering and/or suspension movement. 

Wheel Studs and Nuts 

The wheels must be securely attached with the correct number and type of nuts, studs or 

both. Stud or bolt  holes, and any locating washers, must not be expanded or elongated and 

all wheel and retainer tapers must match. All studs must be securely fitted and engage for 

at least the same thread length as provided originally by the vehicle manufacturer. 

Any tyre retaining rings on heavy vehicles must be in good condition and correctly located. 

On truck spider wheels, appropriate nuts and clamps must be used and there must not be 

any slippage or excessive runout. 

Track Width 

In the case of passenger cars and light goods vehicles, the track measured to the centre of 

the tyre treads must not exceed the original specification by more than that 



specified for that type of suspension in VSI 8. However, for vehicles fitted with 

diagonally split braking systems, there must be no change in front or rear track from 

the original specification. Hub/rim spacers are unacceptable unless specified by the 

vehicle manufacturer. 

Tyres 

All tyres fitted to the road wheels of a vehicle, must be  of a type constructed for 

normal road use and must have a minimum tread depth of 1.5mm at any point on the 

tread normally in contact with the road surface other than at tread wear indicators. 

Where tread wear indicators are provided the tread must not be worn to the extent 

that any tread wear indicator contacts the road surface. The tyres must not be regrooved 

unless they are of a type marked by the manufacturer as being suitable for regrooving. 

Tyre sizes must be compatible with rim sizes as set out by the Tyre and Rim Association. 

All tyres must be free of deep cuts, cracks, bulges, exposed cords, evidence of carcass 

failure or separated or perished rubber. 

For vehicles up to 4.5 tonne GVM fitted with passenger car tyres and manufactured 

after 1 January 1973, all tyres fitted to the road wheels must be of the same carcass 

construction (i.e. radial ply, cross ply, bias belted, etc) but may have a different tread 

pattern. 

Repairs to the sidewall or shoulder areas on radial ply passenger car tyres are not 

acceptable. 

The load rating of tyres on vehicles subject to ADRs must be at least equivalent to the 

minimum ratings shown on the tyre placard. 

The original speed rating of the tyre casing must be at least: for vehicles with a GVM 

over 4.5 tonne, the lesser of: 

■ 100km/h; and 

■ the vehicle’s top speed. 

for vehicles with a GVM of 4.5 tonnes or less with four or more wheels, the lesser 

of: 

■ 140km/h for a passenger car with special features for off-road use such as 4WD; 

■ 180km/h for any other passenger car; 

■ 120km/h for any other motor vehicle not described above; and 

■ the vehicle’s top speed. 

All pneumatic tyres not marked “Tubeless” must be fitted with a tube and all retreaded 

tyres must be marked with the identification of the retreader and the word “Retreaded” 

and any other markings required by the relevant Australian Standard. 

See VSI 8 and 16 for more information on wheels and tyres.



Section B 

Steering and Suspension 

General 

The vehicle steering and suspension system must be free from wear or play exceeding the 

manufacturer’s limits and the vehicle must track satisfactorily without undue wander. 

All steering components, including dust and grease seals, must be in good condition, 

securely and correctly mounted and free from damage and excessive wear. 

All nuts, bolts and other fasteners used on steering components must be secure and fitted 

with appropriate retaining or locking devices where necessary. There must be no binding 

in the steering system from lock to lock. 

Power Steering 

Any power steering pump or associated components must work and be securely mounted. 

Hoses, pipes and drive  belts, etc. must not foul any other components in a manner likely to 

cause failure. All fittings must be free of oil leaks, however, dampness or staining around seals 

is acceptable. The reservoir must be correctly filled. 

Suspension 

All suspension components must be properly mounted and aligned with no distortion, 

cracks, fractures or other damage likely to cause failure or instability. There must be 

adequate clearance between components and the vehicle body, and all joints, bushes, pivots, 

dust and grease seals, wheel bearings and mountings must be in good condition. 

Shock absorbers and struts must be securely mounted, function effectively and be free of 

leaks. Dampness or staining around seals is acceptable. 

Modified suspensions must comply with the relevant sections of VSI 8. 

Section C Brakes 

All brake components must function correctly, be securely mounted, appropriately located 

and free from visible wear, distortion or damage likely to cause failure, malfunction 

or uneven application. 

Brake piping must be of an appropriate material and adequately supported. 

Hydraulic systems must be filled to the appropriate level and all pipes, hoses, cylinders and 

reservoirs must be free from leaks and apparent contamination. However, brake fluid 

dampness behind cylinder boots is acceptable and alone should not be a cause for rejection. 

Air systems, including trailer brake connections, where fitted, must be free from leaks. 



Compressors must be properly mounted and aligned with drive belts in good condition 

and correctly tensioned. 

Air compressors must be capable of rapid build up, recovery and working pressure 

maintenance. Air tanks and other valves and components must be free of contamination, 

including excessive oil build up, which may adversely 

affect their operation. 

All components and fittings on the anti-lock brake system fitted to a B-Double prime 

mover or B-Double trailers designed to carry dangerous goods must be in good 

condition and properly connected. 

The anti-lock check lamp system on the prime mover must operate correctly. 

Brake Linings 

Lining material must not be worn down to the wear indicators where they are 

provided. Where no wear indicators are provided, the minimum remaining 

useable thickness of lining material measured at any point on the lining must be 

no less than the vehicle manufacturer’s minimum recommended thickness and in 

any case must be no less than 1.0mm. Brake lining materials must not be 

contaminated. 

Brake Discs and Drums 

The thickness of the friction section of a brake disc or the internal diameter of a brake 

drum must be within the 

manufacturer’s specifications. Light circumferential scoring is acceptable on friction 

surfaces providing it does not affect the operation or durability of the brake system. 

Stopping Performance 

Vehicle service brakes must function correctly and be capable of either: 

stopping the vehicle with one sustained application of the service brakes, under 

normal operation and application conditions, on a dry smooth surface free from 

loose material, within the distances specified in Table 1, or 

achieving the deceleration rate specified in Table 1. 

 

Table 1 

Vehicle 

type by 

GVM 

Maxim

um 

stoppin

g 

distanc

e from 

35km/h 

Minim

um 

average 

deceler

ation 

Minim

um 

peak 

deceler

ation 



Vehicle

s less 

2.5 

tonnes 

GVM 

11.0 

metres 

0.45 g 0.6 g 

Vehicles 

2.5 

tonnes 

or 

more 

16.5 

metres 

0.3 g 0.4 g 

 

The application of the brakes must not cause the vehicle, when travelling in the centre 

of a 3.7m wide lane, to project outside that lane. 

Vehicle parking and emergency brakes must function correctly. Parking brakes must 

be capable of holding the vehicle stationary on any up or down grade found on 

highways.





Emergency brakes, including parking brakes intended to provide emergency braking such 

as those on vehicles, which do not have split system service brakes or are not subject to 

ADR 31/.. or 35/.. must be capable of either: 

stopping the vehicle on a dry smooth surface free from loose material, within the distances 

specified in Table 2, or 

achieving the deceleration rate specified in Table 2. 

 

Table 2 

Vehicle 

type by 

GVM 

Maxim

um 

stoppin

g 

distanc

e from 

35km/h 

Minim

um 

average 

deceler

ation 

Vehicles less 

2.5 tonnes 

GVM 

27.0 metres 0.18 g 

Vehicles 2.5 

tonnes or 

more 

40.5 metres 0.11 g 

 

Warning Devices 

Any audible or visible warning devices fitted must be properly mounted and function 

correctly. 

Other Brakes and Equipment 

Where required, trailer breakaway brakes must be fitted and operational. 

Where a motor vehicle is fitted with vacuum assisted or air operated brakes and that 

vehicle is equipped to tow a 

trailer or a semi trailer, the motor vehicle must be equipped with a means for providing that, 

if the trailer or semi trailer breaks away, the brakes of the motor vehicle are capable of 

stopping the motor vehicle within the appropriate distance specified in Table 2. 
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