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The District Industries Centers (DICs) programme was started in 1978 with a view 

to providing integrated administrative framework at the district level for encouraging 

entrepreneurs in rural areas. The DIC is treated as a single window interacting agency 

at the district level which provides service and support to small entrepreneurs under 

a single roof at both pre and post investments.  District Industries Centers (DICs) give 

full assistance to the entrepreneurs who are going to start the business on their own 

and in their regional places. DICs provide various schemes for promoting the growth 

of rural and cottage industries and also different (micro, small and macro) industrial 

enterprises. This paper is an attempt to depict the overview of District Industries 

Centers and its role in the Entrepreneurship development.  

  

INTRODUCTION:-  

Entrepreneurship development (ED) refers to the process of improving 

entrepreneurial skills and knowledge through structured training and institution-

building programmes. Entrepreneurship development focuses on the individual who 

wishes to start or expand a business. This accelerates employment generation and 

economic development. District Industries Centers (DICs) provide full assistance to 

the entrepreneurs who are going to start the business on their own and in their regional 

places. These centers provide service and support to small entrepreneurs under a 



single roof at both pre and post investments. The DICs program was started on May 

1st in the year of 1978 with a view to providing integrated administrative framework 

at the district level for promotion of small scale industries in rural areas. Providing 

complete assistance and support to entrepreneurs in multi-regions are the ultimate 

aims of DICs. These DIC programs can take over the responsibilities in order to 

promote cottage and small scale industries at district level effectively. DIC’s are the 

implementing arm of the central and state governments of the various schemes and 

programmes. Registration of small industries is done at the district industries centre 

and PMRY (Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Yojana) is also implemented by DIC. 

Management of DIC is done by the state government.   

  

OBJECTIVES:-  

The following are the main objectives of DICs:  

1.) To identify the new entrepreneurs and providing assistance to them regarding their 

own startup’s.  

2.) To provide financial and other facilities to smaller blocks.  

3.) To rise the complete efforts for industrialization at district level.  

4.) To enhance the rural industrialization and also the development of handicrafts.  

5.) To reach economic equality in multiple areas of the district.  

6.) To allow various government schemes to the new entrepreneurs.  

7.) To desize the regional imbalance of development.  

8.) To make all the necessary facilities to come under one roof.  



 FUNCTIONS:-  

The DIC’s programme is funded jointly by the concerned state and central 

government. It took part in various promotional measures In order to bring out the 

development of small unit sectors in the district level. The DIC’s performs the 

following functions mainly:  

1. To spot the entrepreneurs: DICs conducting various motivational programmes so 

that they can find new entrepreneurs throughout the districts. It is done particularly 

under some schemes and with the association of SIS’s and TCO’s for conducting 

Entrepreneurial programmes.  

2. Purchase of fixed assets: To purchase fixed assets, the DICs suggest loan 

applications of the prospective entrepreneur to some of the concerned financial and 

development institutions like NSIC, SISI etc., DCI’s also recommend commercial 

banks so that to meet the working capital requirement of SSI to run operations daily. 

3. Offers subsidies and other incentives: DCIs help the rural people to subsidies 

offered by the government on various schemes. It leads to the betterment in boosting 

financial capacity of the units and may undergo for further development activities.  

4. Guidance of import and export: Government provides various types of incentives 

for import and export on particular goods and services. The license to the importer 

and exporter is issued on the basis of recommendation of DIC.  

5. Entrepreneurial training programmes: DCIs allow a lot of training programmes for 

the rural entrepreneurs who are new to the business world and also recommend other 

institutions to take part in such training programs. These are intended to give better 

assistance to the new entrepreneurs.  

6. Provides employment for unemployed educated ones:   



The DICs have introduced a scheme to guide the unemployed educated youth by 

providing them facilities for selfemployment. The age limits between 18 to 35 years 

with minimum qualification of metric or technical trade. The notable thing here is 

that the technocrats and women are given importance.  

  

RESOURCES FOR DISTRICT INDUSTRIES CENTERS (DICS):-  

Funding assistance is provided by the Government of India for District Industries 

Centre in the following manner: 1. A non-recurring grant up to Rs.2 lakh for the 

construction of an office building. 2. A non-recurring grant up to Rs.3 lakh to meet 

the expenditure on furniture and fixtures, office equipment and vehicles. 3. Recurring 

establishment expenditure to the extent of 75% of the actual expenditure, bounded up 

to Rs.3.75lakhs.  

  

STRUCTURE OF DISTRICT INDUSTRIES CENTERS (DICS):-    

DIC’s consists of: A General Manager.  _ Functional Managers (4 members). Three 

of the functional managers would be in the economic investigation domain, credit 

and village industries. Whereas the fourth functional manager may be with the 

responsibility in any of the areas such as raw materials marketing, training etc. based 

on the particular requirements of that district. Project Managers (3 members) Based 

on the needs in the area of the district concerned they provide technical service. Their 

role is to work for modernization and up gradation of technology in small units.   


