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Intellectual property (IP)  

Intellectual property (IP)is a category of property that includes intangible creations of the human 
intellect.There are many types of intellectual property, and some countries recognize more than others. 
The most well-known types are copyrights, patents, trademarks, and trade secrets. Early precursors to 
some types of intellectual property existed in societies such as Ancient Rome, but the modern concept 
of intellectual property developed in England in the 17th and 18th centuries. The term "intellectual 
property" began to be used in the 19th century, though it was not until the late 20th century that 
intellectual property became commonplace in the majority of the world's legal systems. 

 

The main purpose of intellectual property law is to encourage the creation of a wide variety of 
intellectual goods.To achieve this, the law gives people and businesses property rights to the 
information and intellectual goods they create, usually for a limited period of time. This gives economic 
incentive for their creation, because it allows people to profit from the information and intellectual 
goods they create.These economic incentives are expected to stimulate innovation and contribute to 
the technological progress of countries, which depends on the extent of protection granted to 
innovators. 

 

The German equivalent was used with the founding of the North German Confederation whose 
constitution granted legislative power over the protection of intellectual property (Schutz des geistigen 
Eigentums) to the confederation.When the administrative secretariats established by the Paris 
Convention (1883) and the Berne Convention (1886) merged in 1893, they located in Berne, and also 
adopted the term intellectual property in their new combined title, the United International Bureaux for 
the Protection of Intellectual Property. 

 



The organization subsequently relocated to Geneva in 1960 and was succeeded in 1967 with the 
establishment of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) by treaty as an agency of the 
United Nations. According to legal scholar Mark Lemley, it was only at this point that the term really 
began to be used in the United States (which had not been a party to the Berne Convention),and it did 
not enter popular usage there until passage of the Bayh-Dole Act in 1980. 

History- 

"The history of patents does not begin with inventions, but rather with royal grants by Queen Elizabeth I 
(1558–1603) for monopoly privileges... Approximately 200 years after the end of Elizabeth's reign, 
however, a patent represents a legal right obtained by an inventor providing for exclusive control over 
the production and sale of his mechanical or scientific invention... [demonstrating] the evolution of 
patents from royal prerogative to common-law doctrine." 

 

The term can be found used in an October 1845 Massachusetts Circuit Court ruling in the patent case 
Davoll et al. v. Brown., in which Justice Charles L. Woodbury wrote that "only in this way can we protect 
intellectual property, the labors of the mind, productions and interests are as much a man's own...as the 
wheat he cultivates, or the flocks he rears."The statement that "discoveries are..property" goes back 
earlier. Section 1 of the French law of 1791 stated, "All new discoveries are the property of the author; 
to assure the inventor the property and temporary enjoyment of his discovery, there shall be delivered 
to him a patent for five, ten or fifteen years."[19] In Europe, French author A. Nion mentioned propriété 
intellectuelle in his Droits civils des auteurs, artistes et inventeurs, published in 1846. 

 

Until recently, the purpose of intellectual property law was to give as little protection as possible in 
order to encourage innovation. Historically, therefore, they were granted only when they were 
necessary to encourage invention, limited in time and scope. This is mainly as a result of knowledge 
being traditionally viewed as a public good, in order to allow its extensive dissemination and 
improvement thereof. 

 

The concept's origins can potentially be traced back further. Jewish law includes several considerations 
whose effects are similar to those of modern intellectual property laws, though the notion of intellectual 
creations as property does not seem to exist – notably the principle of Hasagat Ge'vul (unfair 
encroachment) was used to justify limited-term publisher (but not author) copyright in the 16th century. 
In 500 BCE, the government of the Greek state of Sybaris offered one year's patent "to all who should 
discover any new refinement in luxury". 



 

Similarly, it is based on these background that the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS) agreement requires members of the WTO to set minimum standards of legal protection, but its 
objective to have a “one-fits-all” protection law on Intellectual Property has been viewed with 
controversies regarding differences in the development level of countries.[27] Despite the controversy, 
the agreement has extensively incorporated intellectual property rights into the global trading system 
for the first time in 1995, and has prevailed as the most comprehensive agreement reached by the world. 

 


