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Mango Mealybug (Drosicha magiferae Green, Hemiptera: Margarodidae) 

 

Key Identification 

 

U.P. Bihar, Orissa, W. Bengal, Assam, Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat, M.P., T.N. etc. Besides mango, this pest 

also attacks banyan (Ficus bengalensis), jackfruit, papaya, citrus and several others. The adult males are 

black - winged, dark red and about 1/ 4 inch long insects while the adult females are wingless, flat, and 

plump about 1/2 inch long insect covered with whitish meal or powder. 

 Life-cycle 

 

The adult females move down the trees during March- May, briefly wander about and enter the cracks 

and cervices for egg laying, a female lays eggs in instalments which are enclosed in silken pouches 

buried 36 inches or more deep in the soil. After ovipositing for 7-15 days time, the female dies. The eggs 

laid chiefly during April- may start hatching only in November-December. The young nymphs crawl up to 

their host trees, fix themselves to tender twigs and terminal shoots and such the sap. The first instar 

lasts from December to February, the second, from February to mid- March and the third, from March 

to April. At the time of moulting, the first two instars move away from the site of feeding to cracks and 

crevices in the trunk returning again to foliage for feeding while the third instar remains fixed. In the 

male, the adult stage is preceded by a short prepupal and pupal periods of a few days while the female 

transforms into adult directly. Mating occurs soon after emergence of the male while the female is still 

not mature. The mates but strong sexed and good fliers, flying in large numbers in search of mates but 

they are short- lived (few days or a week compared to females' 1 month). 

 

Damage 



The damage is caused by nymphs of both sexes and adults of females by sucking the sap from young 

shoot and panicles. This prevents fruit- setting and even if the fruits are set, the branches bearing them 

may be weak enough to retain the growing fruits: they fall at the slightest jerk. Also the sugary secretion 

from their body falls on he leaves and inflorescence inducing fungal growth. 

 

Management 

IMP Schedule 

  Ploughing of orchard in Novemeber-December.  

 Removal of weed like Clerodendrum infortunatum which additional host of the giant 

mealybugs.  

 Conservation of natural enemies like bicontrol agents fungus. Beauveria bassiana predators. 

Menochilus sexmaculatus, Rodolia fumida and Sumnius renard coccinellids and spiders by 

avoiding use of broad spectrum insecticide during thier peak activity period and minimum 

tillage. 4 In case of R. iceryoides, release Cryptolaemus montrouzier at 10 beetles/plants.  

 > Banding of tree trunk with alkathene (400g), 25 cms wide 30 cms above ground level and 

application of Beauveria bassima product (2 g/l) or five per cent NSKE in last week of 

January around tree trunk.  

 Spray neem seed extract (4%) or garlic oil (1%) on tree trunk below the alkathene band to 

kill the crawlers congregated. Digging or scarping the soil 6 inches deep around the tree 

trunks in summer months kills the eggs, and 5 cm broad sticky substance or greasy band or 

alkthene sheet may be applied half a meter above prevent nymphs from climbing the trees.  

 Raking of soil around tree trunk and mixing with chlorphyriphos dust 1.5% @ 250 g/tree 

during January  

 After attack, the trees could be sprayed with 0.05% diazinion , methyl parathion or 0.005% 

imidacloprid 17.8 SLO application of 5% malathion dust around the base of the tree73 Insect 

Pest of Mango. 



 


