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Red Cotton Bug 64 (Dysdercus cingulatus (Fabricius),Hemiptera : Pyrrhocoridae) 

 

 Key Identification- 

This insect is widely distributed in India and is a minor pest to cotton in the Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. 
Apart from cotton, it also feeds on okra, maize, pearl millet, hollyhock, wheat, cloves etc. The bugs are 
elongated slender insects, crimson red with white bands across the abdomen. The membranous portion 
of their fore wings, antennae and scutellum are black. Both adults and nymphs feed on the cell sap of 
host plants. 

 

 Life-cycle- 

This insect is active throughout the year and passes winter in the adult stage. In spring, the bug becomes 
active and lays, on an average, 100-130 eggs in moist soil or in crevices in the ground. The eggs are 
spherical, bright yellow and are laid in clusters or in loose irregular masses of 70-80 eggs each. The hatch 
in 7-8 days and the young nymphs have flabby abdomens, but as they grow older, they become more 
slender and develop black markings on the body. There are 5 nymphal stages and the development is 
completed in 49-89 days. In summer, the life of an adult is very variable, but in winter, it may live up to 
three months. 

 

Damage- 

The insects suck cell- sap from leaves and green bolls of cotton. Heavily attacked bolls open badly and 
the lint is of poorer quality. The seed produced may also have low germination and less oil. Moreover, 
the bugs stain the lint with their excreta or body juices as they are crushed in the ginning factories. The 
staining of lint by the growth of certain bacteria inside the bolls is also believed to be initiated by these 
bugs. 

 



Management- 

 

 The insects are gregarious feeder so the infested leaves or bolls can be shaken in water and 
drained out.  

 Deep ploughing to expose the eggs should be done. 
 Dusting of methyl parathion 2 D or malathion 5D should be done @ 25 kg/ha. 
  Spraying dichlorovos 0.03 %.  
 The predacious bugs like Antilochus cocqueberti Fabricius (Pyrrhocoridae) and Harpactor 

costails (Stal) (Reduviidae) feed on nymphs and adults. 

 

 

 

 

 


