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Insect Pest of Cotton(fiber crop) 

Cotton Jassid (Amrasca biguttula biguttula (Ishida) Hemiptera: 
Cicadellidae)  

 

Key Identification- 

The cotton jassid is widely distributed in India and is the most destructive pest of American cotton in the 
north-western regions. Besides cotton, is also feeds on okra, potato, brinjal and some wild plants, like 
hollyhock , kangi buti (Abutilon indicus), etc. Damage to the crop is caused by the adults as well as by the 
nymphs, both of which are very agile and move briskly, forward and sideways. Adults are about 3 mm 
long and greenish yellow during the summer, acquiring a reddish tinge in the winter. The winged adults 
jump or fly away at the slightest disturbances and are also attracted to light at night. 

 

 Life-cycle- 

The pest breeds practically throughout the year, but during the winter months, only adults are found on 
plants such as potato, brinjal, tomato, etc. in spring, they migrate to okra and start breeding. The 
females lay about 15 yellowish eggs on the underside of the leaves, embedding them into the leaf veins 
the eggs hatch in 4-11 days and give rise to nymphs which are wedge-shaped and are very active. They 
such cell- sap from the underside of the leaves and pass through six stages of growth in 7-21 days. On 
transformation into winged adults, they live for 5-7 weeks, feeding constantly on the plant juice. The 
pest completes seven generations in a year. 

 

 



Damage- 

Injury to plants is due to the loss of sap and probably also due to the injection of toxins. The attacked 
leaves turn pale and then rust- red. With change in appearances, the leaves also turn downwards, dry up 
and fall to the ground. Owing to the loss of plant vitality, the cotton bolls also drop off, causing up to 35 
per cent reduction in yield. 

 

Mangement- 

Avoid late sowing and excessive use of "N” fertilizers. Release predators, viz., Coccinellids or Chrysoperla 
carnea Release pathogen Entomophathora aphidis as recommended Spray against jassid should be done 
at economic threshold level of 1-2 nymphs per leaf or when second grade injury symptoms (yellowing 
and curling a margins of leaves) appear in 50 per cent of the plants. Any one of the following insecticides 
can be used; 0,05 % oxyedemeton methyl 25 EC, 0.02 % dimethoate 30 EC, 0.02 % acephate 75 SP or 
0.005 % 1 of imidacloprid 17.8 SL. Chrysoperla sp. (Chryospidae) and spiders like Distina albida L. feed on 
nymphs and adults. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 


