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 Cabbage caterpillar (Pieris brassicae (L.), Lepidoptera: Pieridae) 

 

Key Identification 

The main host of this pest are cabbage, cauliflower and other cruciferous vegetables. It is sporadic pest 
causes serious damage in northern and eastern parts of India. Newly hatched larvae are pale yellow and 
turn green yellow later on. Mature larva measure 40-50 mm in length. Adults are medium sized 
butterflies, pale white with black markings. Wings in female have two black circular dots on the dorsal 
side of each forewing, whereas in male the black spots are on the underside of each forewing 

 Life cycle- 

After mating, the butterflies lay about 100-150 yellowish eggs, which are conical in shape in clusters on 
the upper or lower side of the leaf. The eggs hatch in 11-17 days in winter and 3-7 days in summer 
months. The caterpillars feed gregariously in early stages. There are five larval instars and are full- grown 
in 15-22 days in March- April and in 4-6 weeks during November- February. 

Damage - 

Caterpillars cause the damage. Freshly hatched caterpillars scrape the leaf surface. The older larvae eat 
up the leaves from margins, leaving intact the main vein. Sometimes all the leaves of entire plant are 
eaten away. 

 Management 

Manual on Insect Pest of Crops and their Mano Management 

> Hand picking and mechanical destruction of caterpillars duearly stage of pest attack. Foliar spraying of 
Bt formulation @ 500 g/ha along w sticker (0.5 ml/ lit of water ) coinciding with initiation infestation. 
Need based application of lambda cyhalothrin 5 EC @ 2n Kes % or indoxacarb 14.5 SC @ 0.01%. > 
Cotesia giomeratusm Phryxe vulgaris and Pteromalus puparum crol are the hymenopteran parasitodis 
on the larvae of this pest sul 



 

 

 

 Cabbage head borer (Hellula undalis F., Lepidoptera: Pyralidae)  

Key Identification 

It is major pest of Cole crops in tropical and subtropical regions, The mature larva is creamy- yellow with 
a pinkish tings and has seven on purplish brown longitudinal stripes. It measure 12-15 mm long. The 
adult moth is slender, dusky. 

 Life-cycle - 

ever The female lays pinkish oval eggs either singly or in groups on the Dar under surface of the leaves. 
The eggs hatch after 2-3 days and caterpillars feed inside the cabbage and mature in 7-12 days after 
passing througn four larval instars. The full-grown caterpillar forms a cocoon among the leaves or even 
inside the larval tunnel. The adult emerges in about six m e days. Total life cycle is completed in 15 to 25 
days. 

 Damage - 

Younger seedlings are most susceptible to the attack of this pest. The caterpillar in initial first two instars 
mine the leaves. Later on, they feed on the leaf surface and bore into the heads of the cauliflower and 
cabbage. The plants lose their vigour resulting in deformed heads which are unfit for consumption and 
marketing. 

 



 

 

Management- 

→ Monitoring and mechanical destruc on of caterpillars in the seeding and early growth stage of the 
crop. > Spraying of profenofos 50 EC or bifenthrin 10 EC @ 0.02% at 10 days interval up to 50-60 days 
after transplanting. 

Bracon gelechiae and B. hebetor are the important larval parasitoids. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


