
 
ELECTRICAL 3RD YEAR 

                         SUBJECT- APPLICATION OF COMPUTER SOFTWERE FOR ELECTRICAL ENGG  

 

DATE -23/03/2020                                                                                                               TIME  9:40-10:30 

 

TOPIC NAME-  MATLAB 

After logging into your account, you can enter MATLAB by double-clicking on the MATLAB 

shortcut icon (MATLAB 7.0.4) on your Windows desktop. When you start MATLAB, a special 

window called the MATLAB desktop appears. The desktop is a window that contains other 

windows. 

 

The major tools within or accessible from the desktop are 

 

• The Command Window   

• The Command History 

 • The Workspace  

• The Current Directory 

 • The Help Browser 

 • The Start button 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

When MATLAB is started for the first time, the screen looks like the one that shown in the 

Figure 1.1. This illustration also shows the default configuration of the MATLAB desktop. 

You can customize the arrangement of tools and documents to suit your needs. Now, we 

are interested in doing some simple calculations. We will assume that you have sufficient 

understanding of your computer under which MATLAB is being run. You are now faced with 

the MATLAB desktop on your computer, which contains the prompt (>>) in the Command 

Window. Usually, there are 2 types of prompt: >> for full version EDU> for educational 

version Note: To simplify the notation, we will use this prompt, >>, as a standard prompt 

sign, though our MATLAB version is for educational purpose. 

 

Using MATLAB as a calculator  

As an example of a simple interactive calculation, just type the expression you want to evaluate. Let’s start at the 

very beginning. For example, let’s suppose you want to calculate the expression, 1 + 2 × 3. You type it at the prompt 

command (>>) as follows,  

                                   >> 1+2*3 

                                       ans =  

                                                    7  

          You will have noticed that if you do not specify an output variable, MATLAB uses a default variable ans, short 

for answer, to store the results of the current calculation. Note that the variable ans is created (or overwritten, if it is 

already existed). To avoid this, you may assign a value to a variable or output argument name. For example, 

                                           >> x = 1+2*3 

                                                 x =   

                                                            7  

                               will result in x being given the value 1 + 2 × 3 = 7. This variable name can always be used to refer to 

the results of the previous computations. Therefore, computing 4x will result in  

                                >> 4*x  

                                       ans =  

                                               28.0000 

 

 

Basic arithmetic operators 

Symbol          Operation       Example   

+                    Addition           2 + 3   

−                    Subtraction       2 − 3   

∗                     Multiplication    2 ∗ 3   

/                     Division               2/3 
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